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ASEAN – an Australian Perspective 

 

To help mark the 40
th

 anniversary of ASEAN-Australia relations, Australia’s first resident 

Ambassador to ASEAN, Simon Merrifield, today provided an Australian perspective on the 

opportunities and challenges facing the region at a public lecture in Vientiane. 

 

‘ASEAN: Opportunities and Challenges – an Australian Perspective’, was supported by the 

Australian Embassy in partnership with MFA’s Institute of Foreign Affairs. The event attracted 

more than 100 participants from the Lao Government, diplomatic missions, National University of 

Laos and international organisations. 

 

Ambassador Merrifield was joined on the discussion panel by Institute of Foreign Affairs Director 

General, Mr Yong Chanthalangsy, and Director General for ASEAN, Mr Phongsavanh Sisoulath. 

 

In his lecture, Ambassador Merrifield underlined Australia’s long-standing, practical support for 

ASEAN’s vision of regional integration, and discussed some of the current opportunities and 

challenges facing ASEAN, and how the region might best address these. 

 

“This year, being the 40
th

 anniversary of ASEAN-Australia relations, has provided an important 

opportunity for Australia and ASEAN to chart a new strategic direction - one that complements 

ASEAN’s focus on an integrated South-East Asia through the ASEAN Economic Community and 

development of the East Asia Summit (EAS),” Ambassador Merrifield said. 

 

“Our friends across ASEAN can continue to count on Australia as an old friend and neighbour, 

committed to a stable and prosperous Southeast Asia as a key element of our own stability and 

prosperity.” 

 

Ambassador Merrifield said Australia enjoyed an extensive, productive relationship with ASEAN 

across a range of areas including security, culture, trade, education and development.  

 

Australia’s two-way trade with ASEAN had more than doubled in the last 10 years to reach $92 

billion annually, making ASEAN collectively Australia’s second-largest trade partner, after China. 

 

Leaders at this month’s 40
th

 anniversary ASEAN-Australia Summit in Naypyidaw had agreed to 

elevate the ASEAN-Australia relationship to a “strategic partnership”. 

 

The public lecture is one of a number events in 2014, in Australia and across the 10 ASEAN 

member countries, to commemorate the 40
th

 anniversary of ASEAN-Australia relations.   
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